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INTRODUCTION

Are you anxiously looking forward to the day you
receive your driver’s license? What does that goal
mean to you? Freedom? Fun? Growing Up?
Escape? What about responsibility? Do you know that with every privilege or
opportunity comes a responsibility? Which means there are very important
things expected of you.
Being responsible is something we all have to learn in life. If we don’t take
control of our own choices or actions then we become irresponsible.
The main aim of this book is to help you understand that rules or laws-especially
God’s laws- have an important purpose of guiding you safely on the highway of
life. Never forget- and always remember- that God loves you and has a plan or
purpose for you. If you want to become street-smart in the things to do with
God’s kingdom then read on…{bold word definitions in glossary}
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Road Signs-we see them every day. And if you’re driving down the street you
better pay attention. Why? What’s so important about reading them? They’re not
there by chance but for specific reasons. Some are to guide you, others are to
prepare you and many are to warn you. If you’re going to be street smart you
have to understand the signs and stay aware of what is happening in your
environment or your neighborhood.
Let’s focus on one of those big red signs that read WRONG WAY when we’re
about to go down the wrong road. Why shouldn’t we ignore that sign? Well what
could happen if we just went on past it as if it wasn’t there? We could crash into
another car that may be traveling on that same road but from the opposite
direction(the right direction for them but the wrong one for us). So because we
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chose to ignore the WRONG WAY sign we have caused an accident, not only
harming ourselves but also the person in the other car.
Nobody can just get in a car and drive around everywhere making up their own
rules. You see, those signs are there for a good purpose-to help you travel safely
on the streets, roads, and highways that get you to the places you need or want to
go. Just imagine what would happen if those signs were taken down. It would
become chaos within a short time.
It pays to be “street smart” or in other words -to know the rules of the road and
obey them. Now let me tell you about a man who thought he knew where he was
going on the “road of life” but suddenly came upon a sign he couldn’t ignore.
(Proverbs 14:12)

This man was a religious leader and believed he had been doing God’s workarresting Christians and allowing them to be murdered. He had a zeal but he had
been deceived by Satan into thinking he was doing God's will:
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And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of
the Lord, went unto the high priest,
2 and asked of him letters to the synagogues at Damascus, that if he found any
who were of this Way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them
bound unto Jerusalem.
3 And as he journeyed he came near Damascus, and suddenly there shone round
about him a light from heaven.
4 And he fell to the earth and heard a voice saying unto him, “Saul, Saul, why
persecute thou Me?”
5 And he said, “Who art Thou, Lord?” And the Lord said, “I am Jesus whom thou
persecute;
And he, trembling and astonished, said, “Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?”
Acts 9
From there Jesus tells him to go into the city and he will be told what to do. The
men with him were shocked because they saw a light and could hear a voice but
didn’t know what was being said. When Saul rose up from the ground he was
blind and the men had to lead him to Damascus.
Though Saul had become blind to the things of earth, the changed man now
7

heard the voice of the true and living God-Jesus Christ. Finally he realized he’d
been going the wrong way all the time. He received Jesus into his life and was no
longer spiritually blind. Shortly afterward he received his natural eyesight again.
From that time on he was called Paul and became the 13th apostle. Several books
of the New Testament were written by him.

FYI-During New Testament times there was a Jewish group of men called the
Sanhedrin. They were religious leaders that had authority similar to a supreme
court. The Sanhedrin had Jesus imprisoned for blasphemy (claiming to be the
Son of God). This same Jewish council, that gave Saul the authority to arrest
Christians, later plotted to have him murdered because he preached the gospel
of Jesus Christ. In recent times a new Sanhedrin has been formed in Israel.
Did you know? - Paul made many missionary trips during his lifetime. It is
believed he was imprisoned in Rome and then beheaded.
Word on the street-Blessed are they that are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,
for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. Matthew 5:10
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On Friday afternoon you’re running through the school hallway, book bag in
hand, in a hurry to board the bus. Suddenly you hear a familiar, booming voice.
“Stop right there young man(or lady)!” So what do you do? Hopefully you “stop
right there” even if your tennis shoes make skid marks, like tires, on the hall floor.
Why should you listen to the voice of that teacher or maybe principal? Think
about it-would it be worth suffering the consequences of your disobedience just
to get on the bus a few minutes early?
In the same way when a driver comes to a STOP sign he or she is expected to do
what it says. If you, the driver, didn’t what do you think might happen? Maybe
you’d get a ticket from a policeman who was watching. It’s possible you’d cause a
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car wreck or hit a person on a bicycle or a pedestrian. All of those are bad
consequences that you don’t want to experience.
It takes patience and street smarts to stop when you want to go. Let me tell you
about a man who finally learned to slow down and read life’s road signs.
Peter was a disciple of Jesus and a man of action-he believed in getting things
done(not always the right way). Sometimes his lack of wisdom and misdirected
zeal made him do and say things out of impatience.
One day Jesus asked his disciples who they thought He was. Peter immediately
said that he knew He was the Son of the Living God. Yet a short time later he
treated Jesus with great disrespect:
21 From that time forth began Jesus to show his disciples, how that he must go to
Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes,
and be killed, and be raised again the third day.
22 Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from thee,
Lord: this shall not be unto thee.
23 But He turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an
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offense unto me: for thou savor not the things that be of God, but those that be of
men. Matthew 16:21-23
He was not saying that Peter was Satan. Jesus meant that the spirit that moved him
to disagree had come from Satan. Any time we try to argue with Jesus we are
taking the side of the enemy. He wanted Peter and His other disciples to know
that He would soon have to die on the cross for the sins of the whole world.
In the following verses, when the soldiers come to take Him we see that Peter’s
actions are in disagreement with Jesus’ will:
Then asked He them again, Whom seek ye? And they said, Jesus of Nazareth.
8 Jesus answered, I have told you that I am he: …10 Then Simon Peter having a
sword drew it, and smote the high priest's servant, and cut off his right ear. The
servant's name was Malchus.
11 Then said Jesus unto Peter, Put up thy sword into the sheath: the cup which my
Father hath given me, shall I not drink it? John 18:7-11
After that Jesus touched Malchus’s ear and healed it. If Peter had stopped and
listened to Jesus he wouldn’t have said and done those bad things. There’s a
verse in the book of James that reads:”Let every man be swift to hear, slow to
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speak and slow to wrath.”
When you feel yourself growing impatient about something in your life then stop
and pray, asking God what you need to know or what direction you need to go.
The answer doesn’t usually come quickly but you’ve got to ask before you
receive.
Think Responsibly-You’ve probably heard someone say “Think before you
speak.” or “Watch what you say!” That is very good advice because words start
with our thoughts and words do have power to help or to hurt. Psalm 119:113
reads, “I hate vain thoughts, but Thy law do I love.” What does vain mean? Empty,
foolish, or worthless. How do we overcome vain words? By studying God’s Word
and praying.
Did you know?- Peter walked on the water with Jesus and he also denied he
knew Jesus three times before the crucifixion. Yet, Peter repented and later
preached to 3000 people on the
Day of Pentecost when the Holy
Ghost was given to Jesus’
believers.
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Word on the street- Then Peter said unto them, “Repent and be baptized, every
one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and ye shall
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. Acts 2:38
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On a sunny, June morning Greg and Maria were traveling down the highway at a
steady speed when suddenly Greg hit the steering wheel with his fist. “I forgot
my camera!”
“That’s okay. I remembered mine,” Maria said cheerily.
“No. Mine’s better. I’ve got to go back and get it! I’m turning around at the
intersection.”
Maria protested, “But we’ll be late for the family reunion. And look!” she said
pointing ahead. “That sign says no U-turn!”
As he entered the intersection Greg jerked the steering wheel to the left, making
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a complete u-turn in front of on-coming traffic. Instantly the couple felt and heard
the thunderous colliding of metal from the rear-end of their small pick-up truck.
Another car had crashed into them from behind.
They would not make it to the family reunion.
In the Old Testament a man named Saul made another type of U-turn that cost
him everything. Saul had been chosen as the first king of Israel and he reigned
well for the first few years. Eventually he began to care more about his
reputation than honoring God’s words. When Israel’s enemies threatened the
people, Saul disobeyed God by not waiting on the prophet Samuel. Because the
king was afraid the Israelites would look down on him, he did something God
hadn’t permitted him to do.
Saul had displeased God but he hadn’t made a complete U-turn from serving
Him. After this the king and the army of Israel continued to win victories over
their enemies. There came a day when God ordered him to kill the evil
Amalakites and destroy all that they owned. Saul and his army killed all of the
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Amalakites except for their king and they destroyed all of their possessions
except for the best of the flocks of animals.
Despite Saul claiming he had obeyed God, he had done the opposite.
In the end, Saul allowed selfish pride and greed to turn his heart from God and
his life was ruined. We can't pick and choose which of God’s laws or words to
obey and which ones we don’t want to obey. While traveling the King of Kings
highway we must study the road map-the Holy Bible. And we can never just hear
the word and then forget it but we must be doers of the word so we can be
blessed.
James 1 reads:
But be ye doers of the Word and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.
23 For if any be a hearer of the Word and not a doer, he is like unto a man
beholding his natural face in a mirror; 24 for he beholds himself, and then goes
his way and straightway forgets what manner of man he was. 25 But whoso looks
into the perfect law of liberty and continues therein, he being not a forgetful
hearer but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.
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Connections: Old and New-Remember the Saul you read about in the first
chapter? He started out as an evil man having Christians imprisoned and
murdered but then he became a godly man. The Saul of the Old Testament was a
good man who God chose for Israel’s king. But later, because of the
disobedience of his heart God rejected him. In the next chapter you will learn
about his evil actions toward the future King of Israel. Old Saul lost it all but the
new Saul(Paul) gained everything!
FYI-Sometimes you'll see a sign on the highway that reads: U-turns Allowed. As
long as you do them legally you won’t get a ticket. God allows U-turns sometimes
too-if they’re done in the right direction. Isaiah 51:17
Word on the street-24 Then Jesus said unto His disciples, “If any man will come
after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.
25 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it, and whosoever will lose his life
for My sake shall find it.
26 For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world and lose his own
soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?
27 For the Son of Man shall come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and
then He shall reward every man according to his works. Matthew 16
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TAKE
UP
YOUR CROSS
AND
FOLLOW
ME
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Do you remember the story of David and Goliath? If you haven’t, you can read
about it in I Samuel in the Old Testament. It’s an exciting event in David’s life. The
following poetic verses describe it:
I was a keeper of sheep in the field
To protect my flock a lion and a bear I killed
One day Goliath, the Philistine came out to fight
Give me a man who can defeat me laughed the giant
All of the army of Israel were afraid to battle him
But I asked of the King to battle him and win
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I knew the God of Israel was on our side
And with one sling of a stone the giant died.
Years later David married the king’s daughter and helped
the army of Israel win victory over their enemies.
Eventually he became so well-known for his bravery that
King Saul became jealous of him. After awhile he grew to
hate his son-in-law and attempted to murder him several times. But David never
tried to hurt or kill him in retaliation.
After Saul’s death many years later, David became King of Israel and because of
his righteous leadership God’s people were blessed. For awhile he led the army
to victory in many battles. But unfortunately, one day he decided to stay home
and let his army go to war without him. While walking on the palace roof he
noticed a beautiful woman. After ordering the woman to be brought to the
palace, David committed adultery with her. A short time later he learned that
Bathsheba was pregnant.
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David knew that the baby was his because Bathsheba’s husband, a soldier, was
away at war with the army. This made him fear that his awful sin would be
revealed to everyone and so he decided to ignore the DO NOT ENTER sign and
sin again. David knew he shouldn’t have been with Bathsheba and that he had
sinned against God. Instead of repenting, asking God and others to forgive him,
he chose to cover it up by making sure Bathsheba’s husband was killed in battle.
Just as earthly roads and highways need Do Not Enter signs to keep drivers from
making bad decisions and going onto dangerous roads, human beings need
spiritual laws(ten commandments) to keep them from doing things that can
damage themselves and others. Regrettably David learned that once he went
down that wrong road it wasn’t so easy to get off it. Sin usually takes us farther
than we want to go. In other words, we ultimately suffer for it.
Now David had committed two horrible sins-adultery and murder. As king of
Israel he continued his daily life as though he hadn’t done them and married
Bathsheba a short time later. But he couldn’t hide his sin from God and one day
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Nathan, his brother who was a prophet, came to David with a message. He
prophesied that the King would be punished greatly for what he had done. David
wholeheartedly repented and then Nathan declared that God had forgiven him
and he wouldn’t die. Still yet, King David, his family, and Israel suffered as a result
of his giving in to sin’s temptation.
Despite his successes, David gave in to temptation. Despite his failures, David
trusted God to cleanse him and forgive him of all his wrong doing. Psalms 51(one
of the psalms he wrote) reveals his heart during this time in his life.
There hath no temptation taken hold of you but such as is common to man. But
God is faithful; He will not suffer you to be tempted beyond that which ye are
able to bear, but with the temptation will also make a way to escape, that ye may
be able to bear it. I Corinthians 10:13

Connections Old & New-In II Samuel 7 God promised David that a descendent
of his would rule the kingdom of Israel forever. In Luke 3 the genealogy of Jesus
Christ reveals that He is the descendent of King David. Yes, one day Jesus will
reign over the earth forever as King of Kings!
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Did you know? The sins David committed were wrong but so are unjust anger,
envy, and hatred. God hates all sin; it doesn’t matter what the world calls it.
Abortion is the murder of innocent babies. Homosexuality is not “how a person is
born” but it is a vile affection. Romans 1:26, 27
Word on the street-9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. I John 1:9
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Have you ever been riding

your bicycle down a

narrow road and then

suddenly you see a car

coming right toward you?

If so, you were probably on

a One Way street. Whoever didn’t read and obey the street sign was the person
going the wrong direction. Isn’t it common sense to read and follow the signs so
you’ll be going the right way every time?
The world is filled with people trying to tell us the “right way” to think, to live,
and to be. They may be preachers, teachers, scholars, coaches, movie stars,
popular singers, politicians, parents, family members, or friends. You must be
careful about who you let influence how you believe. Some may deceive you,
others may confuse you, but hopefully, more than a few will tell you the truth.
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“Enter ye in at the strait gate, for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads
to destruction, and many there be who go in thereat.
14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way which leads unto life, and few
there be that find it.” Matthew 7
Do you want to know the truth about life and how to live a godly one? Do you
want to be ready to go to Heaven when Jesus Christ comes or calls you? Then you
need the Holy Bible to guide you and you need to pray and ask Him into your
heart. Jesus said, “Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life;
and it is they which testify of Me.” John 5:39
Many religious teachers today claim there are several ways to Heaven but Jesus
said “I am the resurrection and the life”. Do you feel like you’re sitting in the
dark, not able to find your way? Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.” Are you
searching for true salvation? Jesus said, “I am the door.” Hungry for more than
just food? Jesus said, “I am the bread of life.”
He knows you and loves you and wants your life to be blessed.
From the verses below we learn that Jesus Christ is our Savior, our Creator, our
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Captain, Our Sanctifier, Our Big Brother, Our Father and Our Deliverer:
9“But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering
of death, crowned with glory and honor, that He by the grace of God should taste
death for every man.
10 For it became Him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in
bringing many sons unto glory, to make the Captain of their salvation perfect
through sufferings.
11 For both He that sanctifies and they who are sanctified are all of One, for which
cause He is not ashamed to call them brethren,
12 saying, “I will declare Thy name unto My brethren; in the midst of the church
will I sing praise unto Thee.”
13 And again, “I will put My trust in Him.” And again, “Behold I and the children
whom God hath given Me.”
14 For as much then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also
Himself likewise took part of the same, that through death He might destroy him
that had the power of death — that is, the devil —
15 and deliver those who all their lifetime were subject to bondage through fear
of death.” Hebrews 2
In the 21st Century the world is full of hatred, violence and destruction.
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Governments are crumbling, communities are rioting, and families are failing.
But there’s great news-there is hope for our future because Jesus said,
“In the world ye shall have tribulation, but be of good cheer: I have overcome the
world.” You may say “But that’s Jesus..how can I overcome all the chaos in this
world?” If you believe that Jesus died for your sins, then repent and ask Him to
make you His child. By faith in Him you can overcome. When Jesus becomes your
Father you can trust Him to never leave you or forsake you.
FYI-Be careful of which Bible you pick up to read. Why? Sadly to say, there are
several versions of the Bible where words have been added or taken out. And
because of this God’s Word is distorted by man. When in doubt use the King
James Version which was surely inspired by God.
Did you know?-Honoring or placing someone or something above Jesus Christ
in your life is called idol worship. People can make idols out of their bank
accounts, relationships, houses, cars, children, education, drugs, and so forth. But
God is a jealous God.
Word on the street-I am the way, the truth, and the life. John 14:6
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If you live in an area with any

curves you’ve probably

seen this diamond shaped,

yellow sign with the

winding arrow pointing

upward. Sometimes you

can see it at the foot of a mountain you’re about to ascend. Traveling up this often
steep road takes patience, slow going, and your full attention. Add bad weather,
such as fog, rain, or snow and the danger multiplies. In the Old Testament the
book of Job tells the story of a man who found himself at the foot of a spiritual
mountain. With the help of God he was prepared to climb it.
Job, a good man who loved God, was wealthy and had a large family. In every
way he was a great role model to the people in his community who respected
him. Some scholars believe he was a prince or a king. Yet Job had a great enemy
who wanted to destroy him. His name should be very familiar to you because he’s
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your enemy too. Did you think -Satan or the devil? You’re absolutely right.
The following verse tells us who he is and what he does:
Be sober, be vigilant, because your adversary the devil walks about as a roaring
lion, seeking whom he may devour. I Peter 5:8
Soon terrible things start to occur in Job’s life…first he loses his great flocks of
animals, next his servants are killed, and then all ten of his children die. In the
midst of his sorrow Job continues to worship God. You may wonder how it could
be possible to go through so much loss and still be able to trust God. After all
didn’t He allow the enemy to do these things to Job? And wasn’t Job a godly or
righteous man? This is the age old question-Why do bad things happen to good
people? The answer to this can be complex but I will try to give you a simple yet
true one. God tests Christians so that they can obtain more faith and become
better witnesses to His Word.
“But He knows the way that I take; when He hath tried me, I shall come forth as
gold.” Job 23:10
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As Job continued his journey up the dark, mysterious mountain of trials(God’s
tests) and temptations(Satan’s traps), the enemy struck him with boils all over his
body. Soon his three friends came and stayed with him for seven days and nights,
hoping to comfort him. Afterward he began to complain and say he wished he’d
never been born. Then his three friends tell him that he is suffering because of
some sin he has committed.
Job defends himself, saying he isn’t guilty of any wrong-doing. Despite this his
friends continue to badger him, saying he brought his troubles on himself
because of unrepentant sin. It is true that in the beginning Job didn’t sin...even
with his mouth-Job 2:10. Eventually though, he did start questioning God’s
goodness. Often we human beings don’t understand suffering in this world,
especially when it happens to innocent people. As Christians we must realize
that trials can: ((1) work together for our good (2) make us more like Jesus
(3) be for our discipline. Job could’ve stopped half way up that spiritual mountain
and said, “I give up. This is too hard. God doesn’t love me.”
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But he didn’t give up! And that was a good thing indeed because the Bible says
“The Lord blessed the latter end of Job more than his beginning“. So when you’re
faced with a mountain don’t try to go around it. Instead start climbing and when
you see the view from the top you’ll know it was worth it!

FYI-Have you ever heard the saying, “With friends like that who needs
enemies!”? I believe that’s how Job felt about three of his friends. Elihu, his fourth
friend spoke with godly wisdom, reproving Job for his self-righteousness.
Think Responsibly-There is a belief going around today that says not to judge
anybody. That is true if we judge like Job’s three friends. Why? Because they
didn’t judge righteously like Jesus said for us to do…-“Judge not according to
the appearance, but judge righteous judgment.” John 7:24
Word on the street- In this ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need
be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations,
7 that the trial of your faith (being much more precious than gold that perishes,
though it be tested with fire) might be found unto praise and honor and glory at
the appearing of Jesus Christ; I Peter 1
31
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Plenty of drivers don’t seem to know why that red upside down triangle sign
exists-except to get in their way. Here’s a definition: Yield-to give or render as
fitting, rightfully owed or required; to give up possession of on claim or demand.
If you’re street smart, when you see this sign you will slow down and stop if
necessary, allowing the driver already on the highway to have the right of way.
Human rights, civil rights, women’s rights-the list goes on. We love to fight for our
rights. Generally that can be a good and needful thing unless we stomp on the
rights of others in the process. In the 1960’s, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., the leader
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of the civil rights movement, encouraged African Americans to stand up for their
equal rights. He taught and led peaceful protests and freedom marches too.
Despite episodes of violence against them, Dr. King urged his followers not to
seek revenge.
Did you know there was another well-known leader and group of people that
went on a “freedom march” back in Old Testament times? Moses, a prophet of
God, led the Hebrew race out of Egypt where they had been slaves for 400 years.
Hearing the prayers and cries of His people (also called the Israelites), God
ordained Moses, the meekest man on earth at the time, to return to his birthplace
and warn Pharaoh to let them go free.
Have you ever heard what happened at the Red Sea? How Moses raised his rod
over the waters and then God parted them so the Israelites could cross over on
dry land? And then Pharaoh’s army, riding on horses, chasing after God's people,
drowned as the waters fell down upon them. Then the people rejoiced and
thanked God for victory over their enemies.
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Regrettably, their thankfulness didn’t last long.
A short time later, they began to mumble and complain about the hard
conditions they encountered while traveling through the desert. Behaving like
spoiled and selfish children, they blamed Moses for all of their problems.(Read
Psalm 106) While Moses was on the mountain receiving the ten commandments,
they also built a gold calf, making it an idol for worship. If he hadn’t been such a
meek man, he would have been unable to deal with such rebellious people.
Contrary to popular belief meekness (and humility) is not weakness. It’s
definition is: enduring injury with patience and without resentment.
In Matthew 11:28&29, Jesus said, “Come unto me all you that labor and are heavy
laden and I will give you rest, Take my yoke upon you and learn of me: for I am
meek and lowly in heart.” After the Savior of the World was mocked, cursed,
beaten, spit upon, and crucified he said, “Father forgive them for they know not
what they do.”
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Did you know?-When God first told him to lead the Israelites out of Egypt Moses
made several excuses. First he said, “Who am I?” When God tells you to do
something, no matter who you are, you will be given the ability to do it. Just trust
in Him and you can make a difference in others lives.
Connections Old & New-In Deuteronomy 18, Moses told the people that God
would send them a prophet in the future. He warned that if the people will not
hear him they will be destroyed. In Acts 3, Peter preaches that Jesus Christ, who
was rejected by many and then crucified, is that same Prophet. (Yet more than a
prophet)
Word on the street-16 Ye have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you and
ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit and that your fruit should
remain, that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in My name, He may give it to
you. John15:16
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ROAD WORK AHEAD!

Don’t you love seeing

that big orange sign as you

and your family are

traveling down the

highway, maybe going

out of state to visit relatives,

or possibly heading to

an amusement park. It

might as well read:

GET READY TO WAIT or BE PREPARED TO BE LATE.
But, of course roads have to be paved and repaired from time to time. And as a
result we must learn to patiently wait. After all driving down an unpaved and
pothole riddled street isn’t fun or safe either. So instead of raising your fist in
frustration toward the Department of Transportation workers, why not give them
a high five as you drive by.
Nobody likes to be slowed down in their life journey either. We want all our
wishes, hopes, and dreams to be fulfilled without delays or hindrances of any
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kind. Sometimes-most times- our dreams don’t happen as easily or quickly as we
would like. Yet, God-given dreams are worth waiting on.
Joseph, a teenager in the Old Testament, dreamed twice that he would one day
rule over his family. His older brothers became jealous of him because of it and
also because he was their father’s favorite son. Consequently some of the
brothers grew to hate Joseph. While living in Canaan, his father Jacob sent him to
search for his brothers. At that time they were out on the land, feeding the
family’s large flocks of animals.
After seeing him coming in the distance, they plotted evil against him. First the
siblings threw him into a pit but later they sold him to a group of men traveling to
Egypt. Then they took Joseph’s coat, covered it in animal’s blood, and showed it to
Jacob, convincing him to believe his favorite son was dead.
In the land of Egypt a man named Potiphar, who was an officer of Pharaoh,
bought Joseph to be his slave. But later he promoted Joseph to be overseer of his
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house and all his possessions. His situation changed again when Potiphar’s wife
lied on him and he was sent to the king’s prison.
As time went by, the keeper of the prison trusted Joseph enough to give him a
leadership role. Two years later Pharoah had two dreams that troubled him.
When he learned that Joseph had interpreted some of the inmates dreams he
brought him out of the prison. Once Joseph revealed the meaning of Pharaoh’s
dreams he was raised up to be the second ruler of Egypt.
Through those dreams God had shown Joseph that there would be a famine in the
near future. Because of this he was allowed to save and store food. Years later,
during the famine in Canaan, Jacob heard that there was food in Egypt and sent
his sons to buy some before they starved to death. Once the men arrived in front
of Joseph he recognized them but they had no idea that he was their brother.
Eventually Joseph reveals his identity and tells them that he has forgiven them for
the wrong they had done to him many years earlier. Then he orders them to
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return to Canaan and bring their father and other family members to Egypt to
live. For the next five years of the famine Joseph helps feed his family. God had
blessed him and then made it possible for him to bless his whole family. His
dreams had finally come true.
Dreamers, like Joseph- and you- have to patiently wait and endure many troubles
and trials on life’s road. Street Smart dreamers seek to honor God by obeying
Him. Dream on and some day soon you will hear Jesus say to you, ‘Well done,
thou good and faithful servant. Thou hast been faithful over a few things; I will
make thee ruler over many things…”

FYI-If you ever want to be a leader then you must learn to serve others first.
That’s what Jesus meant when he said, “Whosoever will be great among you, let
him be your servant.” In John13, He gives us an example when He washes the
disciples’ feet.
Think Responsibly- Due to his problems, Joseph could have become an angry
and jealous man -like his brothers had been-but he chose godliness. When we
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allow bad emotions to control us we become irresponsible and disobedient. And
often, as a result we miss our blessings. Never let someone's rejection of you
cause you to rebel against God.
Word on the street-And we know that all things work together for good to those
who love God, who are called according to His purpose. Romans 8:28

Joseph's brothers scheming to sell him.
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A map is an important item to have on hand when you’re going on a long trip.
Unfortunately they’re not as useful when unforeseen problems occur on the
highway. Some situations that cause road closures and result in detours are: (1)
serious car wrecks (2) large trucks overturning (3) rock avalanches (4) sink
holes and (5) floods.
When there’s an unexpected change in circumstances and we have to drive down
an unfamiliar road, it can make us nervous and fearful. We may ask ourselves
questions like-Did I read the map right? Should I have started this trip in the first
place? Will I ever get to my destination? Detours are a change in what is
expected and we human being don’t like to be blind-sided(surprised or shocked
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in an unpleasant way).
John the Baptist was a man on a mission from God. He had been chosen to be a
special ambassador to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ.
He said, “I am ‘the voice of one crying in the wilderness, “Make straight the way
of the Lord,”’ as said the prophet Isaiah.”
24 And those who were sent were of the Pharisees.
25 And they asked him, and said unto him, “Why dost thou baptize then if thou art
not that Christ, nor Elijah, neither that Prophet?”
26 John answered them, saying, “I baptize with water, but there stands One
among you whom ye know not..
29 The next day John saw Jesus coming unto him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of
God, who takes away the sin of the world!
30 This is He of whom I said, ‘After me cometh a Man who is preferred before me,
for He was before me.’
31 And I knew Him not; but that He should be made manifest to Israel, therefore
have I come baptizing with water.”
32 And John bore record, saying, “I saw the Spirit descending from Heaven like a
dove, and It abode upon Him.
33 And I knew Him not. But He that sent me to baptize with water, the Same said
43

unto me, ‘Upon whom you see the Spirit descending and remaining on Him, the
Same is He that baptizes with the Holy Ghost.’
34 And I saw and bore record that this is the Son of God.” John1:23-34
John had been publicly proclaiming that people needed to repent of their sins
and be baptized. When he saw the Spirit descending on Jesus he understood that
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, would become the sacrifice for the whole world’s
sin. From then on John continued to baptize and to point people to Jesus. In
addition he preached against sin wherever he could find an audience.
His life’s mission seemed to be going the way he’d expected until his detour
came into view-from behind iron bars. King Herod had John thrown in prison
because he’d preached against adultery(the King’s personal sin). This troubling
route change confused the great prophet of God and he began to doubt the truth
of Jesus’ identity.
1And it came to pass when Jesus had finished commanding His twelve disciples,
He departed thence to teach and to preach in their cities. 2 Now when John had
heard in prison of the works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples, 3 and they said
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unto Him, “Art thou He that should come, or do we look for another?” 4 Jesus
answered and said unto them, “Go and show John again those things which ye
hear and see: 5 the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, the lepers are
cleansed and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up and the poor have the Gospel
preached to them. 6 And blessed is he whosoever shall not be offended in Me.”
Matthew 11:1-6

John’s prison detour was a test of his faith. Some other men of God in the New
Testament spent time in prison too-Peter, Paul, and Silas. (among others)
Within a short time, King Herod had John the Baptist beheaded for preaching the
truth of the Gospel.
As I write this, thousands of Christians are being murdered each year and
approximately 100 million are being persecuted. In 60 countries around the
world they are harassed, beaten, tortured, and imprisoned because of their faith
in Jesus Christ. The good news is that Jesus is coming again soon. And according
to Philippians 2:10&11, every knee is going to bow and every tongue is going to
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.
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10 Blessed are they that are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the
Kingdom of Heaven. 11 Blessed are ye when men shall revile you and persecute
you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely for My sake. 12 Rejoice
and be exceeding glad, for great is your reward in Heaven; for so persecuted
they the prophets who were before you..16 Let your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in Heaven.
Matthew 5
Connections Old & New-In the last chapter of the Old Testament it is
prophesied that Elijah would come before the end of the world and turn the
hearts of the fathers to the children and the children to their fathers. When we
compare that to Luke 1:17, “And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of
Elias (Elijah), to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient
to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”, we see
that it is talking about John the Baptist. Jesus also said, “For all the Prophets and
the Law prophesied until John. 14 And if ye will receive it, this is Elijah, who was
to come.” Matthew 11:13,14
Did you know?-322 Christians are murdered every month for their worship of
Jesus Christ. And as Bible prophecy is fulfilled that number will surely grow.
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Word on the street-And this is the will of Him that sent Me: that everyone who
sees the Son and believes in Him may have everlasting life, and I will raise him
up at the Last Day. John 6:40
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Exit signs. Everywhere you turn you can see them-theaters, buses, planes, stores,
motels, and along highways. They’re informing us This Way Out! You’ve probably
rode down the interstate with your family and heard someone say “Look for the
exit sign”. It’s necessary for us to find the right one because it will guide us to our
destination without getting us lost.
Elijah was an Old Testament prophet that learned a lot about exits in life. Like,
when God commanded him to announce to King Ahab that there wouldn’t be rain
for over three years. The King of Israel wasn’t happy with the news that a drought
was coming, which would result in famine. God was punishing Ahab, his wife
Jezebel, and the wicked people of the land for their idolatry. God told Elijah to
make a quick exit and hide beside a brook where ravens would be sent to feed
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him. I Kings 17:3,4

Yes, God used birds to take care

of his prophet. When the brook

dried up God told him to exit

again and go to a place called

Zarephath. After he arrived he met a widow woman, and her son, who shared the
small amount of food and water they had left. Because of this God used Elijah to
bless her home. Later on the widow woman’s son died and she was very grieved.
As soon as Elijah heard of his death he went to their home and prayed, crying out
to God and asking Him to bring the boy back to life. The boy rose from the dead
and Elijah carried him to his mother.
After three years passed without rain in Israel, God told Elijah to announce to
Ahab that rain was coming soon. Next Elijah told him to gather all the people, and
all the false prophets, on Mount Carmel. Then he said to them, “How long will you
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falter between two opinions? If the Lord be God then follow Him: but if Baal,
follow him.”
Elijah gave the prophets of Baal a challenge. He would build an altar to God and
they would build one to their god and neither would put fire to their sacrifice.
Next he said, “Then you call on the names of your god and I will call on the name
of the Lord; and the God who answers by fire; He is God.”
No matter how much or how long the people cried out to their gods, no fire fell
on their sacrifice. Elijah put a trench around his altar and ordered the people to
pour water into it and on the sacrifice.
I Kings 18:38,39 reveals what happened next: “Then the fire of the Lord fell, and
consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood and the stones, and the dust, and
licked up the water that was in the trench. And when all the people saw it, they
fell on their faces: and they said, The Lord, he is the God; the Lord, he is the God!”
Elijah had helped turn the people’s hearts back to the true and living God

50

and when Ahab’s wife, Jezebel heard about it, she flew into a rage. Not long after,
Elijah was sent a message that she was going to have him killed. Despite his
recent victory, Elijah became fearful and ran for his life, discovering a cave to
hide in. God spoke to him, “What are you doing here Elijah?” You see, the prophet
hadn’t been street smart because he’d taken the wrong exit. If we allow Satan, the
enemy of our soul, to cause us to fear, then we’ll miss God’s will for our lives.
Ultimately he did listen to God and left the cave to finish his work.
Do you want to hear about the greatest exit Elijah ever made? I think you do
because it’s out of this world! One day while Elijah and his servant (and
successor) Elisha were walking and talking together “suddenly a chariot of fire
appeared with horses of fire, and separated the two of them; and Elijah went up
by a whirlwind into heaven“.
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FYI-In Elijah’s time there were plenty of false prophets who taught people to
worship idols. Today it is the same, though the prophets look different..politician,
pope, professor, preacher; actor, singer, celebrity-they deceive by word or deed
or both. And sometimes the false prophet becomes the idol people choose to
worship.

Did you know?-Miracles still happen today. Perhaps you have heard of someone
you know being healed of a disease like cancer. There are many kinds of
miracles that occur each day in the lives of people who believe in Jesus Christ.
The greatest miracle that can happen to anyone is when Jesus comes into a sinsick heart, cleans it and then fills it with His love, righteousness, and peace.

Word on the street-For the Lord Himself shall descend from Heaven with a shout,
with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God; and the dead in
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Christ shall rise first;17 then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever
be with the Lord. 18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words.
.. I Thessalonians 4
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Notable “Street Smart” Women

Deborah was an Old Testament prophetess (yes, a woman who prophesies). In
addition she was the only woman judge mentioned in the Bible. God used her to
encourage Barak, the military commander, to gather 10,000 Israelites to go to war
against the Canaanite King and his army. Barak told her he wouldn’t go unless
she went also. Deborah agreed to take a detour from her present life and went
with him. Her prophecy that King Sisera would be killed by a woman came true.
Afterward the land had peace for forty years. You can read their song of victory in
Judges 5.

Ruth, a woman from an idol worshiping family, had married a man whose family
believed in the One true God of Israel. Over the years, the men in the family die,
leaving three widows: Naomi-the mother-in-law, Orpah-a daughter-in-law, and
54

Ruth. As she begins the journey back to her former home, Naomi tells them they
should go back to their own country and find new husbands. Orpah kisses her
and returns to her country but Ruth refuses to leave. She wouldn’t make a U-turn.
And Ruth said: “Entreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after
thee; for whither thou go, I will go, and where thou lodge, I will lodge. Your people
shall be my people, and your God my God. Where you die, I will die.” (Ruth 1)
She became the great-grandmother of David.

Esther was a Jewish girl who had been adopted by her cousin Mordecai after her
parents died. Ahasuerus, king of Persia, chose her as his new Queen without
knowing that she was a Jew. When Mordecai learns that there is a plot to destroy
the Jewish people he asks Esther to plead with Ahasuerus for help. She is afraid
to petition him because of a law that states nobody can enter the King’s presence
without being invited.(Note: Esther hadn’t been invited in 30 days). Mordecai
tells her that she may have become Queen so that she could help deliver her
people from death. Yielding to her adoptive father’s request, Ester agrees to go
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before the King. She asks for Mordecai and other Jews to fast with her for three
days. When she appears before the King he asks what she would like for him to
do for her. Eventually she reveals the plot against her people and King Ahasuerus
grants deliverance to the Jews. The Feast of Purim, a minor Jewish holiday, was
created to remember this miraculous event. Esther 9

The Woman at the Well is not named in the Bible yet she has been the subject of
many preacher’s sermons. One day this woman came to a well to draw water into
her pot and she met Jesus. She was surprised when He spoke to her, mainly
because she was a Samaritan and Jews usually were prejudiced against them.
When Jesus tells her He can give her “living water springing up unto eternal
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life”, she says, “Sir give me this water..”. When He reveals the sin in her life she
tells Him she believes He is a prophet. As they continue to talk He teaches her
that those who worship God must worship Him in spirit and in truth. Then she
says “I know that Messiah comes, which is called Christ: when He is come, He will
tell us all things“. Jesus answers her, “I that speak unto thee am He“. Making an
immediate exit, she goes to the city where she tells the people she met Christ, the
Messiah. Because of her testimony, many Samaritans of that city believed in Him.

Mary, the sister of Martha and Lazarus, is one of several women in the New
Testament with the same name. This Mary is often found stopping at Jesus feet as
the following three situations show:
1) And she had a sister called Mary, who also sat at Jesus’ feet and heard His
Word. (Luke 10:39) Mary was hungry for the anointed Word of Life that only Jesus
could give her. 2) Then when Mary had come where Jesus was and saw Him, she
fell down at His feet, saying unto Him, “Lord, if Thou had been here, my brother
would not have died.” (John11:21) She was grieving for the death of her brother
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Lazarus and believed Jesus could raise him from the dead. And He did!
3) Then Mary took a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed
the feet of Jesus and wiped His feet with her hair; and the house was filled with
the odor of the ointment. (John 12:3) She proved her great love for Jesus in a
humble way. He foretold, “Verily I say unto you, where ever this Gospel shall be
preached in the whole world, there shall also this, which this woman hath done,
be told as a memorial of her.” Matthew 26:13
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STREET SMART ROAD SIGN TEST

1) PAUL WAS BLINDED BECAUSE HE DIDN’T PAY ATTENTION TO WHICH SIGN?

2) PETER WAS IMPATIENT AND DIDN’T LIKE TO OBEY WHAT SIGN?

3) MOSES OBEYED WHICH SIGN TO HELP FREE GOD’S PEOPLE?
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Glossary

Adultery- sexual relations between a married person and someone he or she is
not married to.
Ambassador- authorized messenger or spokesperson.
Anointed- dedicated or used for God’s purpose.
Apostle- One of the twelve men chosen by Jesus to preach the Gospel; Paul
became the thirteenth.
Baal- any of numerous idols worshiped by people in the Old Testament.
Badger- to harass or urge by pestering or nagging; also a burrowing animal.
Believe- to put confidence in, trust.
Complex- hard to understand.
Covet-to desire wrongfully, or without regard for others
Disciple- a follower of Jesus Christ and his teachings.
Distorted- to give a false meaning; make unclear.
Elders-one having authority by virtue of age and experience; any of various
officers of religious groups.
Environment- conditions, people, things that influence a person’s life.
Envy- to want something that belongs to someone else.
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Fast- to do without food (or something else)to focus more on prayer and seeking
God’s will.
Frustration- feeling disappointed, which may lead to anxiety and depression.
Hindrance- a person or thing that hinders, stops, or prevents.
Holy Ghost- Holy Spirit; the Spirit of God.
Idols-something or someone worshiped as a god
Lepers- people with a chronic, contagious disease that sometimes causes
deformity of parts of the body.
Memorial- something designed to honor and remember a person or event.
Ordained- to be called by God to do a specific work -such as preaching the
Gospel.
Persecuted- to harass, harm, or oppress-especially for religious beliefs.
Petition- to ask for or request something from a government official or God.
Pharisees- Jewish leaders who ruled over the religious life of the Jews during
New Testament times.
Pharoah- title for some ancient Egyptian kings or rulers.
Prophesied- speak for God- particularly to foretell a future event.
Prophet- a man chosen to speak for God and to lead God’s people.
Rebellious- resistance to authority.
Repent- to feel sorry for sins and have a desire to change; ask forgiveness
Reputation- opinion people have about a person’s character or moral quality.
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Retaliation- revenge; return evil for evil.
Salvation- deliverance from power and penalty of sin.
Samaritan- In Jesus’ time, people of mixed Jewish blood who practiced a religion
similar to Judaism(Jewish religion).
Sanctifier- God who purifies or makes souls free of sin.
Savor- appreciate or value.
Scholar- a person who has great knowledge; someone very knowledgeable of a
particular subject.
Scribes-group of people in Israel through New Testament times studying the
Scriptures and serving as copyists, editors, teachers, etc.
Spikenard- from the root of an Indian plant, a costly, sweet smelling ointment.
Strait- difficult or strict; narrow.
Street-smart- possessing the skills, common sense, and attitudes necessary to
thrive and survive in a difficult or dangerous situation or environment.
Successor-a person who replaces someone else in a job or position.
Testimony- announcing or declaring faith in God; being a witness in courttestify.
Vigilant- very watchful to detect danger.
Worship-devotion, love and dedication to something, someone, or God
Yoke- something that bonds or ties together.
Zeal- intensely devoted, eager, or enthusiastic toward a belief, person, or thing.
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(God's Road Signs)

TEN COMMANDMENTS
I.

You shall have no other gods before Me

II.

You shall not make or worship idols

III.

You shall not use God's name with disrespect

IV.

Honor your father and your mother

V.

Remember the Sabbath-to keep it holy

VI.

You shall not murder

VII.

You shall not commit adultery

VIII.

You shall not steal

IX.

You shall not lie

X.

You shall not covet
Spirit of the Commandments

37 Jesus

said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.38 This is the first and great commandment.
39 And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. 40 On these two
commandments hang all the law and the prophets. Matthew 22
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Fulfilling of the Law
8 Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law.
9 For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false
witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this saying,
namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.
10 Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. Romans 13:8-10

Abraham Lincoln -"I am busily engaged in the study of the BIBLE. I believe it is God's Word because it finds
me where I am
Sir Isaac Newton -"No sciences are better attested than the religion of the BIBLE"
Theodore Roosevelt -"To educate a man in mind and not in morals is to educate a menace to society"
C.S. Lewis -"God can't give us happiness and peace apart from Himself, because it is not there. There is no
such thing"
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